In vitro expression of cytotoxicity by macrophages is independent of the actual serum concentration.
In utilizing the same effector and target cells, similar arrangement and population density of cells but varying the actual serum concentration in the range between 1 and 50% fetal calf serum, it was attempted to accurately assess the dependence of in vitro cytolysis expressed by adherent, predominantly phagocytic mononuclear cells ('macrophages') on the actual serum concentration. The results show that the extent to which cytotoxicity by activated macrophages against a given target cell type was expressed, was within a comparable range independent of the actual serum concentration. This holds true for each of the 9 target cell lines examined although with some of the cell lines there was a certain tendency towards high cytotoxicity in the range between 5 and 20% serum.